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AUSTRALIA-JAPAN YEAR OF EXCHANGE 
Statement by Minister for Citizenship and Multicultural Interests 

MR A.D. McRAE (Riverton - Minister for Citizenship and Multicultural Interests) [9.03 am]:  This year is 
the Australia-Japan Year of Exchange.  I wish to inform the house of some of the events and activities occurring 
in Western Australia in 2006 to celebrate the Year of Exchange between Australia and Japan.  Japan, of course, 
as many members would know, is the guest nation at the Perth Royal Show for 2006, and the Japanese Pavilion 
will be a major drawcard, where both traditional Japanese products and the newest technology will be on display.  
One of the highlights will be ASIMO, the world’s biggest and most advanced humanoid robot designed by the 
Honda Motor Co Ltd and, by itself, is certainly worth a visit.  Also included in the Japanese Pavilion is a 
teahouse, where the meditative ceremony of tea taking will be undertaken for guests and visitors. 

The annual Shinju Matsuri Festival of the Pearl will take place over the coming week in Broome, and it also has 
a strong Japanese flavour.  Shinju Matsuri is a tradition that marks the close of the pearling season.  The 
diversity of workers employed in the pearling industry over the years, including many Japanese, has helped 
make Broome the rich and diverse multicultural community it is today.  This year also marks the twenty-fifth 
anniversary of the sister-city relationship between Broome and the town of Taiji in Japan, where many of the 
early Japanese pearl divers came from.  Among a number of events this weekend in Broome that I will be 
attending will be the Inpex Japan-Australia Music Festival and, along with the Japanese Consul-General, Mr 
Hiroyuki Ariyoshi, and Mr Kazutaka Sangen, the Mayor of Taiji Wakayama township in Japan, I will be 
attending and opening the Taiji-Broome museum exhibition. 

On Monday this week the Deputy Premier, the Minister for Education and Training, the Minister for Resources 
and Assisting the Minister for State Development, the Speaker and I attended a reception on the Japanese ship 
Fuji Maru, which is docked in Fremantle.  This ship is hosting the Hyogo Floating University to mark the 
twenty-fifth anniversary of Western Australia’s sister-state relationship with Hyogo Prefecture in Japan.  Four 
hundred students, including 20 lucky young Western Australians, undertook a 30-day educational tour of several 
countries in the Asia-Pacific region. 

This year is also the thirtieth anniversary of the Basic Treaty of Friendship and Co-operation between Australia 
and Japan, which was signed in 1976.  In economic terms Japan is a key partner for Western Australia.  It has 
remained Australia’s number one export market for almost 40 years, particularly for the Western Australian 
products of minerals, energy and agricultural products, which results in one-third of all Australian exports to 
Japan originating from Western Australia.  In addition to these trade ties, our cultural and social relationship 
continues to flourish, including in the areas of education and tourism.   

The Carpenter Labor government is building on these strong foundations and celebrating the depth of our 
relationship throughout this year and for our future.   
 


